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The Seventh Sunday of Easter                                        June 1, 2014                                        
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude 
 The Opening Hymn  
  “There Shall Be Showers of Blessing"                       No. 430  
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
  Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone Blessing 
 The Worship Songs 
  "The Bond of Love"                                                    No. 423 
  "Bind Us Together"                                                    No. 425 
 

We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 We Confess Our Sin (together) 

Lord, we confess our sin. You have promised to provide all of 
our needs, and yet we mistrust your promise. We know the 
futility of our own ambitions and our inability to do that which 
we desire. Today we recognize the sin within us, and ask 
that You forgive us. Lord, in Your mercy, give us daily bread, 
not only for our bodies — but as food for our spirits. Forgive 
our sin and cleanse us so that we are pleasing in Your sight 
and minister in Your service. 

     We Hear the Good News (Pastor) 
Our God is a great God. He provides for all our needs. He 
gives us daily bread and meets every spiritual need. Our sin 
no longer controls us. Our response to His love is the focus 
for our lives. The death of His Son, Jesus Christ, has paid 
the cost of our sin and has set us free to live in victory. We 
are forgiven. We are sons and daughters of the King. We are 
ministers to each other. Praise God for His daily provision for 
our every need. 

 

We Hear God’s Word  
 The Scripture - Acts 1:12-18a, 21-26 
  After witnessing the Ascension of Jesus the disciples return 

to Jerusalem to pray and wait for the coming of the Spirit. 
12 

Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the 
city. 

13 
When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room 

http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/


where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, 
James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. 

14 
They all joined together constantly in 

prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brothers. 

15 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a 

group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 
16 

and said, 
“Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in 
which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David 
concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 
arrested Jesus. 

17 
He was one of our number and shared in 

our ministry.” 
18 

(With the payment he received for his wickedness, 
Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong.) 

21 
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who 

have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living 
among us, 

22 
beginning from John’s baptism to the time when 

Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become 
a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

23 
So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas 

(also known as Justus) and Matthias. 
24 

Then they prayed, 
“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these 
two you have chosen 

25 
to take over this apostolic ministry, 

which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 
26 

Then they cast 
lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 

 

We Confess Our Faith                                              
 The Nicene Creed                                                       (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                      (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed  
 The Special Music                                                        Ken Frette 
 The Sermon                 
       "The Power of a Praying Church"                  Pastor Anenson 
 The Hymn  
        “Come, Share the Lord"                                             No. 462 
  

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   The Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Blessing 
 The Benediction 
 The Closing Hymn         
  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds"                                     No. 426
 The Ministry of Prayer 
 The Postlude 
 

Organist: Jolene Schaefer 
Communion Preparers: Terry & Jerilyn Rasmusson 
Greeters:  Mike & Sue Valen 
Ushers: Steve & Miriam Skartvedt, John & Cheryl Abrams 
Reader: Steve Skartvedt 
Communion Assistants: Steve Skartvedt, Judy McIlrath 
Communion Helpers: Caleb Schlatter, Krista Mehl 
Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 
Welcome to Visitors! Thank you for filling out the white information 
card in front of you. You may put it in the offering plate or give it to 
an usher as you come forward for communion. 
 
Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. We welcome to this family meal all who 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, and who believe that 
Christ is present in the bread and wine offering forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation. Children who have not been prepared to receive 
the Sacrament are invited to come with their family for a blessing. If 
you are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, let an 
usher know and the elements will be brought to you.  For the first 
time today we will be offering gluten free wafers. If you desire that 
kind of wafer, simply point to the small container in the bread tray. 
 
This morning we celebrate the Lord's Supper for the first time with 
our youth who have attended with their parents the Holy Communion 
Faith Stepping Stone classes. They have completed their training 
and are ready to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
youth who took the classes include Wyatt Bunn, Josie Concannon, 
Nic Hansen, Amy Rathmacher, Kaia Skaar, and Tyler Thompson. 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 183 



Thank you to Jolene Schaefer for serving as our organist. She is the 
vocal director for South Hamilton Schools. Thanks also to Ken Frette 
for providing the special music today. 
 
Today is Food Pantry Sunday. Place your items for the Loaves and 
Fishes Food Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex. Cash 
donations are also always welcome. Checks can be made out to 
Immanuel with a notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the 
offering plate.  
 
There will be a time of fellowship in the social hall today following 
the worship service. The deacons are serving. Everyone is invited.  
 
If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of 
the white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer 
Box in the narthex by the coat rack. You can also submit prayer 
requests at any time on our website: www.immanuelstorycity.org 
 
Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings.  
 
Congratulations to Grant and Laura Severson on the birth of a boy 
on Tuesday. They named him Henry David. 
 
Day Camp will be held at Immanuel June 9-12. Volunteers are still 
needed to help the week run smoothly. We are still in need of one 
family to help host some of the Riverside staff. We need lunch 
providers each day of camp for the Riverside staff and also for a 
meal for them on Sunday evening. Other needs are a person to do 
recreation for the preschool class, snack providers, class helpers, ice 
cream for the Thursday night program and registration day helpers. 
Please fill out the form in the bulletin today and place in the box by 
the Day Camp display. Students who have completed sixth grade 
and above are invited to help with the preschool. Please contact the 
church office or Patty Rathmacher at 733.4779 or Jaynee Christian 
at 733.2710 with any questions or to volunteer in any way. 
Enrollment is open to any children in the area. 
 
Volunteers Needed - Bethany Life Communities' second hand store 
called “Affordables” would love for you to join their team and fill your 
day with hours of fun with their volunteers organizing the store and 
helping customers! 
  

Upcoming Events 

 Our Senior Choir members (plus a few others) will be 
participating in the Scandinavian Days Parade with the Lawn Chair 
Brigade again this year. 

 The Seasoned Souls will be having a progressive barbeque on 
Saturday, June 21, beginning at 5 P.M. We will need someone to 
be host for the salad, main dish, or dessert. There will be a sign-up 
in the narthex for those willing to host, help provide food, or plan 
activities. For more information, please contact Corine Nordeen at 
733.4089 or Jaynee Christian at 733.2710. Watch for more details 
in upcoming bulletins. 

 
Reminders 

 If you are out of town any Sunday during the coming summer 
months, please mail or drop off your offerings, if possible, before 
you leave. Offerings may also be given through a direct deposit 
from your checking account. We also now have the capability to 
accept offerings through our website. If you have any questions 
talk to the church office for details. 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers 
for young children. 

 The new "Our Daily Bread" devotional books for the next 
quarter are available on the shelf in the narthex. Please pick up a 
free copy for your summer devotional reading. 

 

 

 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Those taking Holy Communion for the first time today that they 
may experience Christ's forgiveness and love through this 
sacrament in all the years to come. 

 Darlene Paulson, who has been in the hospital this past week. 
 

We praise God for: 

 Blessing students, teachers and administrators through the 
past school year. 

 



Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Wednesday, June 11th from 7:30-

8:45 PM.  I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  (Seniors who 

just graduated are still invited to come). It is going to be a great 

time of fun and fellowship!   

 
Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be Wednesday, June 11th from 6:00-

7:15 PM. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend! We will be going 

outside if the weather cooperates with us!  

 
Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Scandinavian Days Parade - Thank you to the Mission Trip 

Team for participating in this year's Scandinavian Days parade 

on Saturday June 7th at 10AM!  Don't forget to wear your new 

Mission Trip T-Shirt! 
 

SKYZONE - On Tuesday June 17th, we will be going to 

SKYZONE in Des Moines! Cost is determined by the number of 

people who RSVP.  We will meet at Immanuel at 1:00 PM and 

leave at 1:05 PM.  We should return to Story City by 4 PM.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board outside of Zachary's office 

by Tuesday, June 10th if you want to go!! Thanks!  

 
Mission Trip Families 

Don't forget - We have our first weekly Team (those who are 

attending the mission trip) Meeting TODAY after church in the 

Cornerstone Room at 10:45 AM.  These meetings should be done 

by NOON.  Please let Zachary know by the Wednesday of each 

week if you are unable to join us for the upcoming meeting.  It 

will be a great time of team bonding, ice breakers, meaningful 

Bible Study and fellowship! Come excited! 

 
 
 

June 1 - 8, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, June 1 – Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship served by Deacons (Social 

Hall) 
10:45 A.M. Mission Trip Team Meeting #1 

 
Monday, June 2 

 
Tuesday, June 3 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

 
Wednesday, June 4 
 7:00 P.M. Lawn Chair Brigade Practice 

 
Thursday, June 5 

 
Friday, June 6 - Scandinavian Days 

 
Saturday, June 7 - Scandinavian Days 

 
Sunday, June 8 - Scandinavian Days 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship served by Trustees (Social 

Hall) 
  
 


